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December 4, 2023
TO: Sang-Hee Lee, Ph.D., Chair, Academic Senate, UCR Division

FROM: Bahram Mobasher, Ph.D., Chair, Faculty Executive Committee, College of Natural and
Agricultural Sciences

SUBJECT: Response to Proposed Degree Programs in ENST and GCH Departments

Dear Sang-Hee,

The CNAS Faculty Executive Committee wants to address several concerns regarding the recent
Major and Minor proposals in Environmental Studies and Global and Community Health. It has
come to our attention that significant issues require consideration and resolution:

Regrettably, our concerns have not been adequately addressed during the processes underway,
and the results are the development of a department that could potentially divert and confuse our
students.

It has also come to our attention that there is a proposed change in the department's name from
"Sustainability Studies" to "Environmental Sciences." Changing the name from "Sustainability"
to "Environmental" may confuse current and future students. Therefore, it is recommended that
we act or voice objections against this alteration. It seems reasonable to request reconsideration
of the name change. We must collectively ensure that the department's name accurately
represents its goals and scope.

Sincerely,

B. Malmq/(&'

Bahram Mobasher, Ph.D
Chair, Faculty Executive Committee College of Natural and Agricultural Sciences




