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The Committee on International Education reviewed the Report and Proposal of the Senate Ad 
Hoc General Education Review Committee and noted two sets of concern. 
 
The first set focused specifically on international education. The following points were raised: 

1. The UCR mission statement and the UCR UE vision statement both see the work of the 
campus and its graduates in an explicitly global context; the proposed GenEd reform does 
not meaningfully align with those aspirations. 
a. Foreign language learning is dangerously deemphasized in the proposed reform.    

i. Foreign language learning is a gateway to international experience. 
ii. There are a large number of heritage language learners on campus. 
iii. It is difficult to see how Goal #4 of the proposed reform can be meaningfully 

addressed without some foreign language acquisition. 
b. Courses offering international or global perspectives are deemphasized in the 

proposal. 
 

The second set was more general and offered a holistic assessment of the proposed reform. The 
following points were raised: 

1. The proposed reform appears motivated by insufficient and problematic data.  
a. The sample size of the student survey is very small (10%).  
b. The alumni focus groups were tiny (20 alumni total) and skewed toward business and 

engineering professionals. 
2. There is uncertainty about the philosophical and pedagogical core of the reform. 

a. The reform appears in the first instance as an attempt to mollify students and potential 
employers. 

3. The proposal does not consider the consequences of these radical structural changes on 
the larger campus community.  
a. There will be far-reaching and unequal impacts across campus, especially in how 

graduate students are funded and graduate programs are sustained.  
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