
 
 

November 12, 2021 
 
 
To:            Jason Stajich, Chair 

Riverside Division 
 

From:  Peter Atkinson, Vice Chair  
Committee on Planning and Budget 

 
 
RE: Proposal for a new department of Environment, Sustainability, and Health Equity 

(ESHQ) in CHASS  
 
 
Planning & Budget discussed the proposal for a new department of Environment, Sustainability, 
and Health Equity (ESHQ) in CHASS at their October 26, 2021 meeting. Half of the committee 
voted in favor of approving the proposal as written; however, the other half of the committee had 
concerns they would like addressed. While the proposal mentions a commitment of $200K from 
the CHASS Dean, committee members raised questions about whether this amount will be 
sufficient to cover the full costs of the TA and staffing needs of the new department, especially 
given its potential to become a large department. They also expressed concern about whether the 
creation of a new administrative unit will be sufficient to meet the new department’s staffing needs 
or whether it will just become another understaffed cluster. If it’s not possible for the new 
department to have its own dedicated staff, the committee would at least like to see a statement 
that the creation of the new department will not lead to staff reductions or increased labor for staff 
in any existing units. Committee members were curious about the average salary and employment 
prospects. Members also questioned where the majors will come from and if this department will 
generate new revenue for the college. Members felt the proposal should include a greater 
distinction between a UC and CSU degree/education. Questions were raised as to 1/ why such a 
departmental should not be across colleges and schools given the existence of two environmental 
science/engineering departments in CNAS and BCOE, 2/ whether any data existed for the future 
market of the department’s graduates with concern about the initial salaries they could demand, 3/ 
the absence of a graduate program, and 4/ whether data existed indicating support for such 
programs from federal agencies such as NSF. The committee wondered whether NSF supports 
departments like this. If so, what is the status of NSF support? The committee would like to request 
that when this proposal is resubmitted that a red-lined version of the additions/revisions 
accompanies the new revised version so that committees are easily able to identify the updates.  


