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April 22, 2022 
 
 
To: Jason Stajich, Chair 
 Riverside Division  
 
From: Don Collins, Chair 
 Graduate Council 
 
 
Re: [Campus Review] New Graduate Program Proposal: 2nd Round-Program of 

Graduate Studies in Astronomy for the Ph.D. Degree 
 
 
The Graduate Council reviewed the revised proposal for a Program of Graduate Studies 
in Astronomy for the Ph.D. Degree at their April 21, 2022 meeting and has the following 
suggested revisions:  

3e) Masters of Science in Astronomy 

Students who are unable to complete the Ph.D. requirements or decide to leave 
the program without a Ph.D. degree, may be eligible for a terminal Master's of 
Science degree in Astronomy. In order to receive this degree, students must 
complete the core courses, directed research, and professional development 
requirements described in the Ph.D. program in addition to meeting the minimum 
requirements for a master’s degree outlined in the Graduate Studies section of 
the general catalog. Students may either complete the Plan I Thesis on a topic to 
be chosen in consultation with a faculty supervisor, or a Plan II which requires 
satisfactory performance on the Comprehensive Examination.  

*If the program wants to add more review (to make it a little more restrictive) for 
students to get the MS degree, language can be added like, “The MS degree is 
available under special circumstances, when the work leading to the Ph.D. 
degree cannot be completed. Whether the MS option is appropriate will be 
decided by the student’s guidance committee.”  

Regarding the Astrophysics Track in the Physics PHD vs the Astronomy PHD: 

If the Astrophysics Track in the Physics PHD remains in the catalog, there is no 
way to prevent Physics students from exercising that option. The program can 
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update the Physics PHD catalog copy to say something like: “The Astrophysics 
Track is not currently accepting new students. We encourage you to review and 
consider the Astronomy PHD instead.” 

 

If the department has questions about these suggested revisions, please reach out to 
Kara Oswood in the Graduate Division for assistance.  

 


