
 

 

 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
 
April 28, 2022 
 
 
To:   Victor Rodgers 
  Chair, BCOE Faculty Executive Committee 
 
  Vassilis Tsotras 
  Professor, Department of Computer Science and Engineering 
 
From:   Jason Stajich 

Chair, Riverside Division  
 
RE:   2nd Round-Proposal for a Master of Science Degree in Computational Data 

Science 
  
Dear Victor and Vassilis, 
 
I write to provide the consultative feedback regarding the subject proposal that I trust will prove 
helpful for a potential revision.  
 
I highlight for your attention the comments attached from the Committee on Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion and the CNAS Faculty Executive Committee. 
 
Sincerely, 
/s/Jason 
 

Academic Senate 



 

 

 
COMMITTEE ON DIVERSITY, EQUITY, & INCLUSION 
 

April 15, 2022 

 

To:  Jason Stajich 
Riverside Division Academic Senate 

    
From:  Katherine Stavropoulos, Chair  

Committee on Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion 
     
Re:  [Campus Review] 2nd Round-Proposal for a Master of Science Degree in 

Computational Data Science 
 
The DEI committee reviewed the 2nd Round-Proposal for a Master of Science Degree in 
Computational Data Science document, which addresses issues of diversity previously raised by 
the committee. However, it remains unclear how the proposers will undertake a quantitative 
diversity assessment through anonymous student surveys. Depending on the projected size of the 
program, asking students to provide information about their gender/race/ethnicity may 
undermine efforts to anonymize the survey and could lead to either: a) students not feeling 
comfortable disclosing concerns, or b) a lack of participation from students. It would be 
helpful to have more information on how the proposers plan to complete these surveys (e.g. what 
questions do they plan to ask, how will they promote transparency/participation from students, 
etc).  
 
Furthermore, the list of organizations meant to increase the participation of underrepresented 
groups in data science is great. It would be even better if the proposed MS program made it a 
goal to contribute to these programs or advertise within them. The grant mentioned might 
already be a part of that, but it isn't very clear from what is written. 
 
 

Academic Senate 



 
 
7 April 2022 
 
To:  Jason Stajich, Chair 

Riverside Division 
 
From: Theodore Garland, Jr., Chair, Executive Committee 

College of Natural and Agricultural Science 
 

Re: Campus Review New Master Degree Proposal: 2nd Round-Proposal 
for a Master of Science Degree in Computational Data Science 

 
The CNAS Executive Committee does NOT supports this proposal: not a 
single member voted in favor. 
 
We were unimpressed by the revisions.   
 
Changing the title was the main thing noted.  Other edits were non-
substantive. 
 
The section on diversity seems boilerplate and needs to be more 
detailed/specific. 
 
We worry about the unintended consequences of duplication of learning 
goals and materials across the colleges.   
 
We understand that the current budget model does not encourage cross-
college collaborations, especially when a revenue-generating program is 
being developed.  This is a structural problem with the budget model, and 
needs to be brought to the attention of the Provost and Chancellor. 
 
Cheers, 

 



 

 

GRADUATE COUNCIL  
 
 
April 21, 2022 
 
 
To: Jason Stajich, Chair 
 Riverside Division  
 
From: Don Collins, Chair 
 Graduate Council 
 
 
Re: [Campus Review] New Master Degree Proposal: 2nd Round-Proposal for a 

Master of Science Degree in Computational Data Science 
 
 
Graduate Council reviewed the revised proposal for a Master of Science Degree in 
Computational Data Science at their April 21, 2022 meeting and approved this version 
of the proposal.  

 

Academic Senate  



 

 
 
PLANNING & BUDGET 
 

 

April 12, 2022 
 
 
To:            Jason Stajich, Chair 

Riverside Division 

 

From:  Dana Simmons, Chair  

Committee on Planning and Budget 
 
 
 
RE: [Campus Review] New Master’s Degree Proposal: 2nd Round-Proposal for a Master 

of Science Degree in Computational Data Science 

 
 
Planning & Budget (P&B) reviewed the revised proposal for a new Master of Science degree in 

Computational Data Science at their April 12, 2022 meeting. P&B supported this revised version 

of the proposal that now includes a letter of support from BCOE Dean Lynch.  

Academic Senate  


