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COMMITTEE ON PLANNING & BUDGET 
MINUTES 

NOVEMBER 15, 2022 
 
PRESENT:  
Peter Atkinson, Entomology, Chair 
Dana Simmons, History, Vice Chair  
Reza Abbaschian, Mechanical Engineering 
Roger Lake, Electrical & Computer Engineering 
Bronwyn Leebaw, Political Science 
Hiroki Nishimura, Economics  
Ayala Rao, Microbiology & Plant Pathology   
Frances Sladek, MCSB 
Yadong Yin, Chemistry 
 
ABSENT:  
Subramanian Balachander, Business 
David Lo, School of Medicine  
 
Chair Peter Atkinson called the meeting to order at 11:00 am.  
 
The Committee unanimously approved the November 8, 2022 minutes as written.  
 
CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/UPDATES 
Chair Atkinson provided updates from the November 10 CFC Meeting and discussions 
related to the Impact 23 initiative.  In light of UCOP’s mandate for all campuses to convert 
their accounting systems to Oracle by July 1, 2023, and considering the negative experiences 
reported by UCSD and UC Merced due to this conversion, Chair Atkinson mentioned that the 
Senate should consider advocating for a mock trial demonstrating how the Oracle conversion 
impacts campus accounting systems, to include shedding light on how the awards/grants 
process is impacted. 
 
As it relates to continuing to discuss a campus planning framework, P&B members agreed it 
remains a good idea to invite the Provost and Executive Vice Chancellor, Elizabeth Watkins, 
to P&B’s next meeting on November 29.  As some in the UCR community may maintain that 
the Senate does not have formal oversight of planning and budget matters, it is important for 
P&B to be acknowledged and consulted in accordance with its advisory role in the shared 
governance model and in the full context of strategic planning. 
 
FORMING QUESTIONS FOR MEETINGS WITH EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRS  
P&B began drafting questions as it prepares to meet with Executive Committee Chairs in 
early January 2023.  Initially, P&B asks: 
 

• What is the status of strategic planning in your school/ college? What role is 
the FEC playing in strategic planning? 

 
• What role, if any, does your FEC play in financial/ budgetary decision making 

at the school/ college? How might this role be strengthened? 
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• How might we bolster the Senate role in shared governance around planning 
and budget? How might the FECs and P&B coordinate our efforts in this area? 

  
P&B members should continue drafting questions and adding those questions to the 
pertinent document on the Google drive.   Also, in drafting questions, it might be helpful for 
P&B members to access the Google drive and refer to the questions generated last school 
year by P&B. 
 
MEETING WITH VCP&B GERRY BOMOTTI 
In advance of this meeting, P&B sent questions to the Vice Chancellor of Planning, Budget 
and Administration, Gerry Bomotti, to facilitate discussion.  VC Bomotti responded to those 
questions via email. 
 
VC Bomotti indicated that after receiving aggregated feedback from the Academic Senate, 
Provost Watkins would publish a Campus Strategic Planning Matrix by the end of the 
calendar year. 
 
P&B sought further clarification on distribution of funds from tuition paid on grants for 
graduate students.  VC Bomotti stated that all funds go to the Graduate Division. 
 
VC Bomotti spoke further about the OASIS project and indicated the funding really came 
from AB 2046.  Per VC Bomotti, AB2046 was signed by the Governor, so that covers OASIS 
as a capital project.  The OASIS building will cost an estimated $180M-$200M, so there are 
questions as to how additional funding will be generated aside from what the state will fund. 
 
After VC Bomotti left the meeting, P&B agreed there must be much more transparency in the 
planning process of the OASIS project.  Also, the issue of occupancy (who will occupy the 
building?) must be considered in the context of Climate Science. 
 
P&B indicated next steps should include meeting with the Physical Resources Planning (PRP) 
Committee to discuss the OASIS project and to provide comments and input to the Senate 
Chair as she drafts a memo to the administration regarding the OASIS building. 
    
The meeting was called to a close at 12:55 pm. 


