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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE RIVERSIDE DIVISION 

 
MEETING 
The Riverside Division of the Academic Senate met on Tuesday, November 30, 2021 at 1:01 p.m. 
via Zoom. Chair J. Stajich presided. The meeting was attended by 40 members of the Riverside 
Division of the Academic Senate. Chair Stajich outlined Zoom protocol to ensure that attendees 
could participate during the meeting. 
 
MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 25, 2021 were approved as presented.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 
There were no announcements by the President. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHANCELLOR AT RIVERSIDE 
Chancellor Kim A. Wilcox addressed the Division.  
 
Chancellor Wilcox addressed the enduring impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on UCR. When 
the pandemic began in March 2020, campus leaders had to quickly react to changing 
circumstances. Back in Spring 2020, working groups were spearheaded to address various topics 
such as course instruction, research, and student issues. These working groups were disbanded 
in January 2021, though there is currently a COVID-19 coordination group that continues to 
address these issues. Currently, 80 percent of classes are in person, and it is anticipated that it 
will increase to approximately 95 percent in Winter 2022.  
 
Chancellor Wilcox also discussed Giving Tuesday, a global day of giving and fundraising Last 
January, UCR closed a fundraiser that raised $313 million, exceeding its $300 million goal. Of 
those funds, 80 percent went toward research and department support, including endowed chairs. 
There is currently a mini campaign called “Beyond Brilliant” that has a goal of raising $50 million 
for student success. Furthermore, the UCR Board of Trustees is serious about financial campaign 
for the university, including providing support through matching funds.   
 
There were no questions from the floor.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE VICE CHANCELLORS 
There were no announcements by the Vice Chancellors. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE DEANS OR OTHER EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 
Chair Stajich called upon the Secretary Parliamentarian to provide the report on election results. 
The Secretary Parliamentarian informed the Division that the results of the 2021-2022 recent 
elections for the Division, Colleges and Schools could be found on page 10 of the meeting 
agenda.   
 
There were several positions that had no more nominees than vacancies and there were no 
nominations received from the floor. The Division authorized the Secretary-Parliamentarian to 
cast a single ballot for all open positions.  
 



The results of the 2021-22 recent elections are reported on page 10 of the agenda.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE CHAIR 
Chair Stajich shared that the Academic Senate, through the Senate Chair and Planning and 
Budget Chair, is part of the Provost’s Campus Finance Committee. Senate Chair Stajich and 
Planning and Budget Chair Dana Simmons are working together to translate that financial 
information to faculty. In particular, they hope to share budget updates from our campus, as well 
as systemwide updates.  
 
Chair Stajich also shared that Robert Horowitz, the current systemwide Academic Senate Chair, 
has made the climate crisis a key part of his activities. Each campus is addressing the climate 
crisis differently; some campuses are mitigating travel while others are looking at infrastructure. 
UCR administration has its own sustainability committee, and the Academic Senate plans to 
spearhead its own ad hoc sustainability committee in the near future.  
 
The Senate Chair also discussed campus reopening and balancing remote and in-person 
interaction. The Senate Chair reminded faculty of the Provost’s compassionate clause regarding 
remote teaching and also reminded faculty that any course can be taught online if it goes through 
the Committee on Courses process. There are also resources through XCITE for online teaching. 
 
Additionally, the Senate Chair discussed campus growth, particularly the need to approach growth 
thoughtfully. Due to various constraints, not all majors can grow the same way. Furthermore, 
when the undergraduate population grows, the graduate population needs to grow as well to 
support student teaching and research.  
 
Lastly, the Senate Chair also reminded faculty about Giving Tuesday and shared that those who 
donate receive a phone call from an undergraduate student thanking them for their donation.  
 
There were no questions/comments from the floor.  
 
SPECIAL ORDERS 
The Consent calendar was unanimously approved.  
 
The annual reports of standing committees, annual reports of the faculties, degree reports and 
regular reports of standing committees and faculties were received and placed on file.   
 
REPORT OF THE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ASSEMBLY 
Riverside Assembly Representative Professor Peter Chung provided the Division with a written 
report from the Assembly meeting on June 9, 2021. This report can be found on page 163 of the 
full agenda. There were no questions from the Division.  
 
REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
There were no reports of Special Committees. 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND FACULTIES 
Professor Victor Ortego-Marti, Vice Chair of the Committee on Committees, introduced and 
moved for adoption of the Committee on Committees proposed changes to the Charge of the 
Committee on Bylaw 6.4.4.1, found on page 165 of the full agenda. The motion was approved 
unanimously.  
 



Professor Manuela Martins Green, former Chair of the Molecular, Cell and Systems Biology 
Department, introduced and moved for adoption of the proposed transfer of the Cell, Molecular, 
and Developmental Biology (CMDB) Graduate Program and the CMDB Undergraduate Program 
to the Department of Molecular, Cell and Systems Biology (MCSB), found on page 168 of the full 
agenda. The motion was approved unanimously.  
 
Professor Don Collins, Chair of the Graduate Council, introduced and moved for adoption of the 
Graduate Council proposed changes to Graduate Council Bylaw 8.14.02., found on page 231 of 
the full agenda. The motion was approved with 46 in favor, 1 against and 4 abstentions.  
 
PETITIONS OF STUDENTS 
There were no petitions from the students. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
There was no unfinished business. 
 
UNIVERSITY AND FACULTY WELFARE 
There was significant discussion about COVID-19 testing on campus, particularly the need to 
communicate to faculty when students test positive for COVID-19. Many faculty members shared 
that they find out about students testing positive from the students themselves, not from the 
administration. Some faculty shared that our sister campuses are conducting more regular testing 
and urged the administration to develop clear testing protocol for students. Others expressed the 
need for an updated data dashboard with our COVID-19 numbers.  
 
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Brian Haynes shared that the university has taken a serious 
approach to ensuring that students comply with the vaccine mandate. He also shared that the 
university tests unvaccinated students on a weekly basis and there is random testing for 
vaccinated students and students who life off-campus. Students are also accountable through the 
student conduct process.  
 
Chancellor Wilcox thanked faculty members for their feedback and stated these processes are 
still changing.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:50 p.m. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
F. Xu, Secretary-Parliamentarian 
Riverside Division of the Academic Senate 
 
Rosana Franco 
Recording Secretary 
 


