REPORT TO THE RIVERSIDE DIVISION
May 21, 2019

This reports the renaming of Multidisciplinary Research Building (MRB) 4144 to Collaboration
Space in Memory of Ron and Jeanne Sladek, per UCR Policy 450-25: Naming of University
Properties, Programs, & Facilities.



Initial Request for Approval to Name/Establish a Property, Program, or Facility
This form is to help review gifts for compliance with academic plans and priorities, and to facilitate campus review
procedures for naming.

Upon completion of this request form, the Dean/Unit Head forwards it for signature to the Associate Vice Chancellor,
Development and Vice Chancellor, University Advancement. The Associate Vice Chancellor, Development or designee will
submit the request, with draft gift agreement and supporting documentation to the Executive Vice Chancellor and Provost
and Vice Chancellor for Academic Planning & Budget for campus review. If approved for recommendation, the EVC&P’s
Office follows the appropriate procedure for Naming of Properties, Programs and Facilities

A. Submitted by: Dean Kathryn Uhrich

Title, College/Unit: Dean, College of Natural and Agricultural Sciences (CNAS)

B. | Type of Gift and Comments: S| current use gift
Property: Click or tap here to enter text.
Program: Click or tap here to enter text.
Facility/Building: Multidisciplinary Research Building

C. Proposed Name: Collaboration Space
(if any, involving gift) In Memory of Ron and Jeanne Sladek

D. Honoring Name: Click or tap here to enter text.

E. Proposed Use(s): Click or tap here to enter text.

A. | Academic Justification:
Explain how the proposed gift or endowment | Approximately 60 CNAS faculty members will
fits into the College/Unit’s Academic Plan be moving into the new Multidisciplinary
Research Building in early 2019. The transition
will require moving expenses and additional
equipment; this gift will support these efforts.

B. | Resources: Describe the resources that will Signage costs to be covered by the College of
be necessary to support the proposed Natural and Agricultural Sciences.
Property/Program/Facility (e. g., other
funding). Please refer to the College/Unit
Academic Plan as appropriate










Background:

Prof. FM Sladek and her siblings grew up in West Lafayette, Indiana, where their father, Ronald
J. Sladek (1926-2012, born Berwyn, IL)), had a successful 32-year career as a Professor of
Physics at Purdue University. Ron received his BS (1949), MS (1950) and PhD (1954) from the
University of Chicago on the Gl bill and began his research career in semi-conductors at
Westinghouse Research Labs in Pittsburgh, PA where the first four of the Sladek children were
born (Linda, James, Frances and Stephen). In 1961 the family moved to West Lafayette where
another two children were born (Rosemarie and Edward). Ron moved up the ranks at Purdue
from Associate to Full Professor of Physics, eventually serving as acting head of the Physics
Department (1969-1971) and Associate Dean of Science (1974-1987). Prof. RJ Sladek’s work is
published in over 100 peer-reviewed publications which have been cited more than 1200 times.
The work of Prof. Sladek and many others in the semiconductor field eventually paved the way
for the use of silicon chips in modern computers. While at Purdue, Prof. Sladek mentored 22
graduate students and four postdoctoral fellows from countries all over the world.

Jeanne M. Sladek (1926-2018, born Jeanne Therese McFadden in Chicago, IL) married Ron in
1953 after receiving her undergraduate degree at the University of Chicago, where she met
Ron. Jeanne was a life-long student of art, studying at the Art Institute of Chicago before
raising, with Ron’s help, the six Sladek children. Upon Ron’s retirement from Purdue, at the age
of 65, Jeanne was finally able to devote full time to her painting, which she did for the next 20
years. She excelled in watercolors and received several awards for her landscapes in Reno, NV
where she and Ron lived in retirement.

Ron was an avid hiker and passed on his love of the outdoors to his children who he would take
on yearly camping trips to the mountains in the National Parks. Jeanne also loved the
mountains, frequently painting them and other marvels of the natural world. Ron and Jeanne
instilled in all of their children the importance of hard work, education (there are four Masters’
degrees, two MDs and one PhD degrees among the six siblings), the respect for different
cultures, an unwavering sense of integrity in everything they did, and the responsibility to pass
onto the next generation a healthy planet. For the nearly 60 years of their marriage, Ron and
Jeanne embraced the dualism of their distinctive careers in science and art. When science
meets art ... great things happen.

In the spirit of her parents’ life-long collaboration in all things related to work and life, and on
behalf of her five siblings, Prof. Frances Sladek makes this donation for a Collaboration Space
with a view of the San Gabriel National Monument in the Multidisciplinary Research Building on
the University of California, Riverside campus.

Sladek siblings:

Linda Rose Sladek (b. 1954 - )

James Edward Sladek (b. 1956 - )
Frances Marie Sladek (b. 1957 - )
Stephen Michael Sladek (b. 1958 - )
Rosemarie Sladek-Lawson (b. 1962 - )
Edward McFadden Sladek (b. 1965- )
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Kathryn E. Uhrich
Dean, College Natural and Agricultural Sciences

-Hieu T. Nguyen
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